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Youth changing attitudes on ivory 

China 

“I had been to Thailand years ago where I rode an elephant and bought ivory. 
Later, when I had learned about elephant protection, I felt very sorry, and I 
hope I can help with their protection.”  A participant in China’s Guardians of 
the Elephants project. 

On World Elephant Day, August 12th 2018, Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots in China 
launched its Elephant Guardian campaign. The campaign informs school students 
about the new Chinese law making ivory illegal and explains why ivory is harmful 
and such protection is needed for elephants. Focusing on the youth in Beijing’s 
international schools, from affluent families who might aspire to buy ivory despite 
the domestic ban, the project is engaging young people to learn the truth about 
ivory and develop their own campaigns to spread the message and collect pledges 
from their families and peers not to buy ivory.  
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The 2018 campaign is building on successful work spreading the message in Chinese 
universities and in primary schools and families. 

It had been found that most people in China were unaware that elephants were 
being brutally killed in order to remove their tusks; in fact many did not know that 
ivory came from elephants. They were unaware that ivory demand is thereby 
threatening the very survival of these majestic beings - nor that buying ivory means 
funding organized criminals, who shoot rangers, bribe officials and destabilize 
society. 

The Guardians of the Elephants project, in collaboration with Humane Society 
International, engaged young people in learning and sharing these messages over 
several years, starting with training hundreds of university students during 
Elephant Awareness Month. In one year students from 26 universities participated 
in 10 cities and 9 provinces of China. 10000 students were involved altogether. 

Primary school educational materials were created and teachers and volunteers 
trained to give classes which ran in more than 40 primary schools. Coupled with 
public communications such as posters and events at Beijing and Lanzhou zoos, 
editorial in DEEP magazine, and Jane Goodall’s talks and interviews when visiting 
China, the project had a huge reach amongst the Chinese public and is estimated 
to have touched 9 million people. 

Associated facts [Source: Great Elephant Census]: 

●  The African elephant population has been reduced by half since the 1970s 
due to ivory poaching. It is estimated that the African elephant will be 
extinct by 2028 if this does not stop.  

● Each year, between 20,000- 50,000 elephants are killed to supply the ivory 
trade — this is equivalent to the death of one elephant every 15 minutes. 

● Ivory trading was banned in China by the government with full effect from 
the end of December 2017. But in many countries some ivory can still be 
legally traded. 

http://www.greatelephantcensus.com/background-on-conservation/

